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INFORMAL PATENT APPLICATION (PTO-152) which gives reason(s) why the oath or declaration is deficient. 

5. □ CORRECTED DRAWINGS ( as "replacement sheets") must be submitted. 

(a) □ including changes required by the Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review ( PTO-948) attached 

1 ) □ hereto or 2) □ to Paper No./Mail Date . 

(b) □ including changes required by the attached Examiner's Amendment / Comment or in the Office action of 

Paper No./Mail Date . 
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EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT 

1 . An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes 
and/or additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided 
by 37 CFR 1.312. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be 
submitted no later than the payment of the issue fee. 

2. Authorization for this examiner's amendment was given in a telephone interview 
with Mr. Pazmandi (Limited Recognition No. L0078), the undersigned, oh August 17, 
2007. 



3. The application has been amended as follows: 
IN THE CLAIMS: 

The claims of the invention have been amended as follows: 
1-12. (Canceled) 

1 3. (Currently amended) A method implemented by an apparatus for processing 
multimedia content and related user preferences, the method comprising: 

(a) storing user preference information in a user profile about a multimedia 
consumer, the user preference information including browsing preference information 
that describes the multimedia consumer's preferences for browsing audio-visual 
content, wherein the browsing preference information includes a hierarchical data 
structure that specifies 

(i) a plurality of browsing elements that include a first browsing element 
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representing a visual key-frame summar y and a second browsing element 
representing user-preferred browsing based on a content element wherein said 
content element includes a character, a place, a time sequence and a scene 
depicted in the audio-visual content , 

(ii) a first genre to which the plurality of browsing elements apply, and 

(iii) a respective preference value for each browsing element in the 
plurality of browsing elements, wherein the respective preference value indicates 
relative importance of the corresponding browsing element for browsing audio-visual 
content of the first genre; 

(b) receiving an audio-visual content stream having content of the first genre; 

(c) receiving user input that requests displaying content from the audio-visual 
content stream based on the user profile; 

(d) in response to the user input and based on the preference value for the first 
browsing element in the browsing preference information of the user profile, displaying 
content from the audio-visual content stream by using the visual key-frame summary; 
and 

(e) updating the preference value for the first browsing element based on the 
multimedia consumer's preference for the visual key-frame summary to browse audio- 
visual content of the first genre. 



14. (Canceled) 
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15. (Currently amended) A method implemented by an apparatus for processing 
multimedia content and related user preferences, the method comprising: 

(a) storing browsing preferences of a multimedia consumer, wherein the 
browsing preferences d e scr i b i ng describe the multimedia consumer's preferences for 
browsing audio-visual content and include a hierarchical data structure specifying 

(i) a plurality of summary elements that include a first summary element 
representing a visual key-frame summary and a second summary element 
representing user-preferred browsing based on a content element wherein said 
content element includes a character, a place, a time seguence and a scene 
depicted in the audio-visual content , 

(ii) a first genre of audio-visual content to which the plurality of summary 
elements apply, and 

(iii) a respective preference value assigned to each summary element in 
the plurality of summary elements, the respective preference value indicating relative 
importance of the corresponding summary element for browsing audio-visual content of 
the first genre; 

(b) receiving an audio-visual content stream having content of the first genre; 

(c) receiving user input that requests displaying content from the audio-visual 
content stream based on the stored browsing preferences of the multimedia consumer; 

(d) in response to the user input and based on the preference value for the first 
summary element in the browsing preferences, displaying content from the audio-visual 
content stream by using the visual key-frame summary; and 
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(e) updating the preference value for the first summary element based on the 
multimedia consumer's preference for the visual key-frame summary to browse audio- 
visual content of the first genre. 

16. (Canceled) 

17. (Currently amended) A system for processing multimedia content and 
related user preferences, the system comprising: 

a data storage device for storing browsing preferences of a multimedia consumer 
in a data structure, wherein the browsing preferences d e scr i b i ng describe the 
multimedia consumer's preferences for browsing audio-visual content and include a 
hierarchical data structure specifying 

(i) a plurality of summary elements that include a first summary element 
representing a visual key-frame summary and a second summary element 
representing user-preferred browsing based on a content element wherein said 
content element includes a character, a place, a time sequence and a scene 
depicted in the audio-visual content , 

(ii) a first genre of audio-visual content to which the plurality of summary 
elements apply, and 

(iii) a respective preference value assigned to each summary element of 
the plurality of summary elements, the respective preference value indicating relative 
importance of the corresponding summary element for browsing audio-visual content of 
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the first genre; and 



a data processing apparatus configured to: 



receive an audio-visual content stream having content of the first genre; 



receive user input that requests displaying content from the audio-visual 



content stream based on the browsing preferences stored in the data storage device; 

in response to the user input and based on the preference value for the 
first summary element in the browsing preferences, display content from the audio- 
visual content stream by using the visual key-frame summary; and 

update the preference value for the first summary element based on the 
multimedia consumer's preference for the visual key-frame summary to browse audio- 
visual content of the first genre. 

18. (Canceled) 

19. (Previously presented) The method of claim 13, wherein the respective 
preference value for each browsing element in the plurality of browsing elements 
defines a respective preference weight. 

20. (Currently amended) The method of claim 13, wherein the plural i ty of 
brows i ng ele m e nts i nc l ud e a second browsing element that specifies selective 
browsing based on one or more characters depicted in the audio-visual content of the 
first genre. 
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21. (Cancelled) 

22. (Previously presented) The method of claim 13, further comprising: 
storing the user profile in a movable storage medium. 

23. (Previously presented) The method of claim 13, wherein specifying the 
respective preference value for each browsing element in the plurality of browsing 
elements includes specifying the respective preference value based on a usage pattern 
of each browsing element in the plurality of browsing elements. 

24. (Previously presented) The method of claim 15, wherein the respective 
preference value for each summary element in the plurality of summary elements 
defines a respective preference weight. 

25. (Currently amended) The method of claim 15, wherein the p l ura li ty of 
summary e le m e nts i nc l ud e a second summary element that specifies selective 
browsing based on one or more characters depicted in the audio-visual content of the 
first genre. 

26-27. (Cancelled) 



28. (Previously presented) The method of claim 25, wherein browsing based on 
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one or more characters includes character-oriented browsing, character/place relation- 
oriented browsing, or time sequential browsing. 

29. (Previously presented) The system of claim 17, wherein the respective 
preference value for each summary element in the plurality of summary elements 
defines a respective preference weight. 

30. (Currently amended) The system of claim 17, wherein the p l urality of 
summary ele m e nts i nclud e s a second summary element that specifies selective 
browsing based on one or more characters depicted in the audio-visual content of the 
first genre. 

31-32. (Cancelled) 

33. (Previously presented) The system of claim 30, wherein browsing based on 
one or more characters includes character-oriented browsing, character/place relation- 
oriented browsing, or time sequential browsing. 



34. (Previously presented) The system of claim 17, wherein the data storage 
device includes a movable storage medium for storing the data structure including the 
browsing preferences. 
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35. (Previously presented) The method of claim 13, further comprising: 
receiving a content description identifying a plurality of segments within the 

audio-visual content stream; and 

using the content description to enable content based browsing of the audio- 
visual content stream. 

36. (Previously presented) The method of claim 15, further comprising: 
receiving a content description identifying a plurality of segments within the 

audio-visual content stream; and 

using the content description to enable content based browsing of the audio- 
visual content stream. 

37. (Previously presented) The system of claim 17, wherein the data processing 
apparatus is further configured to: 

receive a content description identifying a plurality of segments within the audio- 
visual content stream; and 

use the content description to enable content based browsing of the audio-visual 
content stream. 



4. 



ALLOWABLE SUBJECT MATTER 

A Terminal Disclaimer filed on 30 July 2007 has been entered. 
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5. Claims 13, 15, 17, 19-20, 22-25, 28-30 and 33-37 (renumbered as claims 1-17) 
are allowable over the prior art of record. 

6. This communication warrants no examiner's reason for allowance, as applicant's 
reply makes evident the reason for allowance, satisfying the record as whole as 
required by rule 37 CFR 1 .104 (e). In this case, the substance of applicant's remarks in 
the Amendment filed on 21 May 2007 and further amended claim limitations in the 
Examiner's Amendment (see attached) point out the reason claims are patentable over 
the prior art of record. Thus, the reason for allowance is in all probability evident from 
the record and no statement for examiner's reason for allowance is necessary (see 
MPEP 13202.14). 

7. Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later 
than the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably 
accompany the issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on 
Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 

8. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Philip B. Tran whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
3991 . The fax phone number for the organization where this application or proceeding is 
assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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9. Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published 
applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status 
information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. For 
more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you 
have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business 
Center (EBC) at 866-21 7-91 97 (toll-free). 
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